
MARA SALVATRUCHA 13 
ROMERO and the El Salvador Civil War 

It’s time to show what you know.  You get to pick the topic and you get to pick 

the product.  Find just the right solution for you !  Remember that in order to 

score well, I have to be able to see the full range of your ability! 

TERROR:  El Vampiro y la dentista, Chac Mool, La casa 

tomada, el monstruo en el armario, la Calaca Alegre, 

El Orfanato 



Write e-mails to several of the characters 

in one of our major readings/films from 

this semester: El Orfanato, A Better Life, La 

Calaca Alegre, Chac Mool, La Casa Tomada, 

Romero, Voces Inocentes  These emails 

should contain details about the story that 

reflect what you learn but should also 

show your range of use of the language as 

you communicate with  each character.  

Don’t forget that questions are important 

for high level writing and speaking. 

Write a letters to the student body, the teachers, 

and the administration at CHS in which you try 

to convince them of the value of helping the 

people of El Salvador.   Give the facts about the 

war and the aftermath poverty has left on the 

people.  How can they help.  Reflect the depth of 

your language through offering appropriate ways 

for each of the letter recipients to help. 

Write an article for the local paper in which you 

“expose” the facts  that you have learned about 

identity, El Salvador’s Civil War, or MS13.  Use 

your device to find quotes that will support your  

assertions.  You may use your device to search for 

dates and historical facts as well.  Reflect your 

depth of knowledge by citing facts from the sto-

ries we have read or the films we have watched. 

Write a critique of any 4 pieces we 

have studied in class this semester.  

Your critique should include what you 

liked and didn’t like about the story/

novel/film.  In order to add depth to 

your use of language, write the cri-

tiques as four different people, each 

with their own style of writing.  Ex. A 

parent angry about the violence in Vo-

ces Inocentes, a teen girl who was 

scared by the Vampire… etc.   

It’s career day at CHS.  The 

underclassmen will be listen-

ing to  several professionals 

discussing how they use lan-

guage in their careers.  From 

the point of view of four 

different professionals from 

four different fields, share 

with the students how being 

bilingual will serve them in 

their future career.  Add val-

ue to your essay by giving 

strong support to each claim 

that you make.  Use the fu-

ture tense to tell them what 

they WILL do in their career. 

Use your device to research a 

topic related to one of our 

units (Chicano Identity, Scary 

Stories, El Salvador’s Civil 

War, MS-13).  Write an ex-

pository  (facts) essay in 

which you explain (in great 

detail) your research and how 

it is related to the original  

topic.  For example: A branch 

of the MS-13 unit is the con-

netion between the gang   

and Mexican drug cartels.  

Explain! 

Feeling creative?  Write a fictional 

short story to accompany one of the 

units.  Next year it could be one of 

the resources we use during our 

study!  You’ll be famoso(a)!  Do your 

best to show me the depth and 

breadth of your language skills!!! 


